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indexed. Not illustrated. 1902 edition. Excerpt: .influence and had been prominent in the aFairs of the county
from the beginning of the war. The time came presently when every man had to take his stand and declare
himself for or against the question of the hour. Two papers for signature were circulated, one by the
Cumberland County committee in favor of New York, and the other, an association of independence, issued by
the Dorset convention of September, 1776. We fancy the discussion which these papers of opposite purport
must have excited in the villages and hamlets to which they found their way. Paramount in importance with the
larger issue of the war was this local question of the birth of a new State. Could it be done? Were there enough
people? Would they be strong enough to repel not merely the enemy on the north, but their greedy neighbors
on the east and west? What if Congress should disapprove and decline to help them? These questions and many
more must have agitated the counsels of our fathers as they met by the roadside and in the forest paths, or
gathered at each other s firesides, or assembled at huskings and raisings any time during that autumn of 76. At
last, aJer a thorough sounding of the popular temper, the Dorset convention, three times adjourned, met at
Westminster on the iJh of January, 1777, and in the courthouse, the place where young William French had
given his life for liberty twenty-two months...
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