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indexed. Not illustrated. 1869 Excerpt: .at all the termini of two or more lines, so that a message going a few
hundred miles would require the payment sometimes of two or three rates. For instance, a few years since there
were five telegraph companies owning the lines connecting Portland, Maine, with Cleveland, Ohio, and the tariff
between these two places was ascertained by the addition of the local rates from Portland to Boston, Boston to
Springfield, Springfield to Albany, Albany to Buffalo, and from Buffalo to Cleveland. The same system prevailed
throughout the United States, until after the consolidation of the lines made it possible to transmit messages
between places thousands of miles apart without the necessity of booking or rechecking at intermediate points.
This result necessitated a remodelling of the tariffs, and the work has been going on uninterruptedly ever since;
but when it is considered that a complete revision of the system required a separate tariff-sheet to be made out
for over three thousand offices, changing.and equalizing the rates to more than three thousand other offices,
the immense labor and responsibility incurred in the undertaking may be imagined. It was impossible to effect
this revision at once with any number of clerks, and for obvious reasons only a limited number could be
employed upon it, as they can only act under the instruction of the executive officers, who are charged with all
the other duties ot an extensive organization. Various plans have been suggested for simplifying and equalizing
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